a splitter connected to said cable drop for simultaneously generating a plurality of 
frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM signals; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 

demodulator for receiving one of the frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM 

/ 

signals; j 

a single conditional access unit, connected to said plurality of converter chains 
and having an authorization input, for decrypting demodulated QAM signals from said 

plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 

/ 

input and said single conditional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted signals simultaneously, each decrypted signal being directed to one of a 
plurality of individual television sets via one of the plurality of system outputs; and 

at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from individual 
remote controls associated witl/the individual television sets for controlling said 
converter chains and said sin^e conditional access unit. 

/ / — 



10. A digital video conversion system connected to a cable drop, said system 
comprising: ^ 

a splitter connected to said c^ble drop for simultaneously generating a plurality of 
frequency division multiplexed 6 ^^OriZ QAM signals; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 
demodulator for receiving on^ of the frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM 
signals; 

a single conditional/'access unit, connected to said plurality of converter chains 
and having an authorization input, for decrypting demodulated QAM signals from said 
plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 
input and said single conditional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted signals simultaneously, each decrypted signal being associated with one of a 
plurality of individual television sets, each of said converter chains further including a 
decompression unit for receiving one of the decrypted signals from said single 
conditional access unit and an RF modulator coupled between the decompression unit 
and a conneqfion to one of the individual television sets; and 



/ 

at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from individual 
remote controls associated with the individual television sets for controlling said 
converter chains and said single conditional access unit. 

/ 

11. A digital video conversion system connected to a cable drop, said system 
comprising: j 

a splitter connected to said cable drop for simultaneously generating a plurality of 

/ 

frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM^signals; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 
demodulator for receiving one of the frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM 
signals; 

a single conditional access unit,/connected to said plurality of converter chains 
and having an authorization input, for /decrypting demodulated QAM signals from said 
plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 



input and said single conditional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted signals simultaneously, each decrypted signal being associated with one of a 



plurality of individual television sets; 

at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from individual 
remote controls associated with the individual television sets for controlling said 
converter chains and said single conditional access unit, wherein each individual 
television set is associated with one of the converter chains and each converter chain 
performs the functions of: 

tuning to a selected/frequency division multiplexed, digitally modulated QAM 
video signal; 

demodulating thef selected digitally modulated QAM video signal; 
providing the demodulated video signal to said single conditional access unit; 
decompressingrthe decrypted signal from said single conditional access unit; and 
modulating the decompressed video signal into an analog video signal for viewing 
on the associated individual television set. 



3 




12. The digital video cerfvversion system of claim 7 further comprising a main 
conversion box chassis^hi^ houses said system outputs, said spHtter, said converter 
chains, said single ccSnditional access unit and said at least one remote control receiver 
unit and wherm the tuner and the demodulator of at least one of the converter chains are 
eachX<^tised in individual modular units that can be plugged into the main conversion box 
fssis. 



14. A digital video conversion system conne^d to a television signal source, 



said system comprising: 

a plurality of system outputs; 

a splitter connected to said signal sourqe for simultaneously generating a plurality 
of copies of television signals received frorrj'said signal source; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain connected to receive one of the copies 
of the television signals and including at least a tuner for tuning to a selected digitally 
modulated video channel and a demodulator for demodulating digital video data on the 

selected video channel; / 

/ 

a single conditional access unit, connected to said plurality of converter chains 

/ 

and having an authorization input, for decrypting the demodulated digital video data from 
said plurality of converter cl^^ains upon receiving an authorized input through the 
authorization input and s^d single conditional access unit individually outputting a 
plurality of decrypted bsfseband video signals simultaneously, each decrypted baseband 
video signal being directed to one of a plurality of individual television sets via one of the 

plurality of system outputs; and 

/ 

at least onCifemote control receiver unit responsive to commands from individual 
remote controls ^sociated with the individual television sets for controlling said 
converter chains and said single conditional access unit. 



18. A digital video conversioi/system connected to a television signal source, 
said system comprising: / 

a splitter connected to said signal source for simultaneously generating a plurality 
of copies of television signals recmved from said signal source; 
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a plurality of converter chains, each chain connected to receive one of the copies 
of the television signals and including at least a tuner for tuning to a selected digitally 
modulated video channel and a demodulator for demodulating digital video data on the 
selected video channel; 

a single conditional access unit, connected to said plurality of converter chains 
and having an authorization input, for decrypting tne demodulated digital video data from 
said plurality of converter chains upon receiving ^n authorized input through the 
authorization input and said single conditional access unit individually outputting a 
plurality of decrypted baseband video signals simultaneously, each decrypted baseband 
video signal being associated with one of a plurality of individual television sets, each of 
said converter chains further including a decompression unit for receiving one of the 
decrypted baseband video signals from said single conditional access unit and an RF 
modulator coupled between the decompression unit and a connection to one of the 
individual television sets; and 

at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from individual 
remote controls associated with the individual television sets for controlling said 
converter chains and said single conditional access unit. 



19. A digital video coiyversion system connected to a television signal source, 
said system comprising: 

a splitter connected to sjfid signal source for simultaneously generating a plurality 
of copies of television signals received from said signal source; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain connected to receive one of the copies 
of the television signals and^mcluding at least a tuner for tuning to a selected digitally 
modulated video channel a|id a demodulator for demodulating digital video data on the 
selected video channel; 

a single conditioijal access unit, connected to said plurality of converter chains 
and having an authorization input, for decrypting the demodulated digital video data from 
said plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the 
authorization input arp said single conditional access unit individually outputting a 
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plurality of decrypted baseband video signals simultaneo^sfy, each decrypted baseband 
video signal being associated with one of a plurality of individual television sets; and 

at least one remote control receiver unit respohsive to commands from individual 

/ 

remote controls associated with the individual television sets for controlling said 
converter chains and said single conditional access unit, wherein each individual 
television set is associated with one of the converter chains and each converter chain 
performs the functions of: y/ 

tuning to a selected digitally modulated video channel; 

demodulating digital video data. on the selected video channel; 

/ 

providing the demodulated digital video data to said single conditional access 
unit; y/ 

decompressing the decrypted baseband video signal from said single conditional 
access unit; and 

modulating the decompressed baseband video signal into an analog video signal 
for viewing on the associated individual television set. 



20. The digital video conversion system of claim 14 further comprising a main 

/ 

conversion box chassis which houses said system outputs, said splitter, said converter 

chains, said single conditional access unit and said at least one remote control receiver 

/ 

unit and wherein the tuner and the demodulator of at least one of the converter chains are 
each housecr in individual modular units that can be plugged into the main conversion box 



28. A digital video conv^ion system connected to a cable drop, the system 
compnsing: / 

a plurality of systera^utputs; 

a splitter connepted to the cable drop for simultaneously generating a plurality of 
frequency division nuiltiplexed 6 MHZ QAM signals; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 

/ 

demodulator for receiving one of the frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM 
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a single conditional access unit, connected toth^plurality of converter chains and 
having an authorization input, for decrypting demodulated QAM signals from the 
plurality of converter chains upon receiviag'^iTauthorized input through the authorization 
input and the single conditional acces^ljnit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted signals simultaneously, each decrypted signal being directed to one of the 
plurality of system output^ and 

at least on^r^ote control receiver unit responsive to commands from at least one 
individual mjriote control for controlling the single conditional access unit and at least 
one of tHe converter chains. 



31. A digital video conversion system coij^rected to a cable drop, the system 
compnsing: 

a splitter connected to the cable drop M simultaneously generating a plurality of 
frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QmA signals; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 
demodulator for receiving one of th^requency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM 
signals; 

a single conditional acod^ss unit, connected to the plurality of converter chains and 



having an authorization inp^t, for decrypting demodulated QAM signals from the 
plurality of converter chadus upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 
input and the single corfaitional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted signals si™iltaneously; 

at least onm-emote control receiver unit responsive to commands from at least one 
individual remote control for controlling the single conditional access unit and at least 
one of the cowerter chains; and 

an output, wherein each of the converter chains further includes a decompression 
unit for receiving one of the decrypted signals from the single conditional access unit, 
and an RF modulator coupled between the decompression unit and the output. 

32. A digital video conversion system connected to a cable drop, the system 
cofnpnsing: 
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a splitter connected to the cable drop for simuj/aneously generating a plurality of 
frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM signal 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain mcluding at least a tuner, a 
demodulator for receiving one of the frequency division multiplexed 6 MHZ QAM 
signals, and an output to one of a plurality of individual television sets; 

a single conditional access unit, connected to the plurality of converter chains and 
having an authorization input, for decrypting demodulated QAM signals from the 
plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 
input and the single conditional access unjt individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted signals simultaneously; J 

at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from at least one 
individual remote control for controll/ng the single conditional access unit and at least 
one of the converter chains, whereiireach converter chain performs the functions of: 

tuning to a selected frequeijrcy division multiplexed, digitally modulated QAM 
video signal; 

demodulating the selectei'd digitally modulated QAM video signal; 
providing the demodulated video signal to the single conditional access unit; 
decompressing the decrypted signal from the single conditional access unit; and 
modulating the decompressed video signal into an analog video signal for viewing 
on the associated individual television set. 

33. The digiml video conversion system of claim 28 further comprising a main 
conversion box chassis that houses the system outputs, the splitter, the converter chains, 
the single conditional access unit and the at least one remote control receiver unit, the 
tuner and the demodulator of at least one of the converter chains each being housed in 
individual modular units that can be plugged into the main conversion box chassis. 



^l/^) 1^!^^^* A digital video cpnv 



A digital video conversion system connected to a television signal source. 



the system comprising: / 

a plurality of syster/outputs; 




8 



a splitter connected to the television signal ^urce for simultaneously generating a 
plurality of copies of television signals received^rom the television signal source; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain connected to receive one of the copies 
of the television signals and including at le^t a tuner for tuning to a selected digitally 
modulated video channel and a demodulator for demodulating digital video data on the 
selected video channel; 

a single conditional access urdi, connected to the plurality of converter chains and 

having an authorization input, for decrypting the demodulated digital video data from the 

/ 

plurality of converter chains up^n receiving an authorized input through the authorization 

input and the single conditional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 

/ 

decrypted baseband video signals simultaneously, each decrypted baseband video signal 

/ 

being associated with on^of the plurality of converter chains and directed to one of the 

plurality of the plurality^f system outputs; and 

/ 

at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from at least one 



individual remote control for controlling the single conditional access unit and at least 
2r^r 



one of the converter chains. 




9. A digital video conversion system connected to a television signal source, 
the system comprising: 

a splitter connected to the f&levision signal source for simultaneously generating a 
plurality of copies of television /ignals received from the television signal source; 

a plurality of converte/ chains, each chain connected to receive one of the copies 
of the television signals and/ncluding at least a tuner for tuning to a selected digitally 
modulated video channel |md a demodulator for demodulating digital video data on the 
selected video channel; 

a single conditional access unit, connected to the plurality of converter chains and 

having an authorization input, for decrypting the demodulated digital video data from the 

/ 

plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 
input and the single conditional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted baseband video signals simultaneously, each decrypted baseband video signal 
being asso^ated with one of the plurality of converter chains; 
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at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from at least one 
individual remote control for controlling the single conditional ajecess unit and at least 
one of the converter chains; and 

an output, wherein each of the converter chains further includes a decompression 

unit for receiving one of the decrypted baseband video signals from the single conditional 

/ 

access unit, and an RP modulator coupled between the decompression unit and the 
output. 

I' 

40. A digital video conversion system connected to a television signal source, 
the system comprising: 

a splitter connected to the television signal source for simultaneously generating a 
plurality of copies of television signals received/rom the television signal source; 

a plurality of converter chains, each chain connected to receive one of the copies 
of the television signals and including at least'a tuner for tuning to a selected digitally 
modulated video channel and a demodulator for demodulating digital video data on the 

selected video channel; / 

J' 

a single conditional access unit, connected to the plurality of converter chains and 

/ 

having an authorization input, for decrypting the demodulated digital video data from the 

/ 

plurality of converter chains upon receiving an authorized input through the authorization 

/ 

input and the single conditional access unit individually outputting a plurality of 
decrypted baseband video signals /imultaneously, each decrypted baseband video signal 
being associated with one of the/plurality of converter chains; 



at least one remote control receiver unit responsive to commands from at least one 
individual remote control fo/controlling the single conditional access unit and at least 
one of the converter chain/ wherein one of the converter chains has an associated 
television set, the one ccmverter chain performing the functions of: 

tuning to a selected digitally modulated video channel; 

demodulating^digital video data on the selected video channel; 

providing tHe demodulated digital video data to the single conditional access unit; 

decomprpsing the decrypted baseband video signal from the single conditional 
access unit; ar 



10 



/ 

modulating the decompressed baseband video signal into an analog video signal 

for transmission to the associated individual televisioti set. 

/' 

41. The digital video conversion system of claim 35 further comprising a main 
X conversion box chassis that houses the systenrL^outputs^ the splitter, the converter chains, 

K^l^ the single conditional access unit and the at^east one remote control receiver unit and 

\ ^ wherein the tuner and the demodulator of a^ least one of the converter chains are each 
housed in individual modular units that can be plugged into the main conversion box 
chassis. 



42. A digital video conversion system comprising: 

a plurality of system outputs-; 

an input that receives an i^put signal; 

a plurality of converter chains operatively coupled with the input, each converter 
chain receiving the input signaj, each converter chain including a tuner and a 
demodulator; and 

a conditional access'^unit coupled to each of the plurality of converter chains, the 
conditional access unit d^rypting at least one demodulated signal received from the at 
least one of the plurality of converter chains upon receipt of an authorized input, each 
decrypted signal being/airected to one of the plurality of system outputs. 



47. A digital video conversion system comprising; 
an input that receives an i^put signal; 
a plurality of converter ghains operatively coupled with the input, each converter 
chain receiving the input signal, each converter chain including a tuner and a 
demodulator; and 

a conditional acce^ss unit coupled to each of the plurality of converter chains, the 
conditional access unit decrypting at least one demodulated signal received from the at 
least one of the pluplity of converter chains upon receipt of an authorized input, each of 
the converter chains further including a decompression unit for receiving decrypted 
signals from ther conditional access unit. 



II 




^^0. A digital video con versiofi system comprising: 
"^^^ / i chassis having a pluralify^ system outputs, each system output providing a 
decrypted signal; X 

a plurality of cop^rter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 
demodulator; 

at least on^ conditional access unit connected to the plurality of converter chains, 
the conditionaj/access unit decrypting digital demodulated signals from at least one of the 
plurality of/5onverter chains in response to receiving an authorized input; and 

least one remote control receiver responsive to commands from at least one 
contr^ler that controls the at least one conditional access unit and at least one of the 
verter chains. 




"53^ A digital video conversion'system comprising: 

vO'utp 



a chassis having at least on<e^output that provides a decrypted signal; 
a plurality of converter chains, each chain including at least a tuner and a 
demodulator; ^ 

at least one conditional access unit connected to the plurality of converter chains, 
the conditional access^it decrypting digital demodulated signals from at least one of the 
plurality of convert^ chains in response to receiving an authorized input, each of the 
converter chains^urther including a decompression unit for receiving decrypted signals 
from the at least one conditional access unit, and an RF modulator coupled between the 
decompression unit and one of the outputs; and 



at least one remote control receiver responsive to commands from at least one 
controller that controls the at least one conditional access unit and at least one of the 
convener chains. 
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